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$2 Trillion 



Results for America’s mission 
is to make investing in what 
works the “new normal.” 



Standards of Excellence 

• Provide benchmarks of ability to use data 
and evidence 

Implementation Support 

• Coach on how to invest funds in proven 
solutions 

Momentum Building 

• Build understanding of the impact of 
evidence-based investments 

Changing government behavior 



Programming with 
Evidence 
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How do you move from making decisions 
with this level of information… 

To making decisions with evidence…. 

That will lead to improved outcomes…? 



To affect outcomes, you need to affect the dollars… 

Grants and 
Contracts 

Budgets 
Direct 

Services 



Opportunities in grants, RFPs, and contracts 

Up to 45 points out 
of 100 influenced 
by evidence 

DFSS Workforce Services: SPRING Forward: Re-Entry, 
Employment, and Housing Navigation Pilot: Re-Entry and 
Employment Navigation, April 2023 



Opportunities in budgets 

“In order to ensure alignment of executive 
branch agency operations with the state’s 
priorities, the office of management and 
budget may produce, with all necessary 
cooperation from executive branch agencies, 
analyses and recommendations to improve 
program performance, conduct 
evidence-based budgeting, and respond to 
sudden shifts in policy environments.” 

“For the purposes of evidence-based budgeting, 
rigorous evaluations are those that use high-quality 
experimental or quasi-experimental designs.” 

Tennessee Evidence-based Budget Instructions and Template 

Well-intentioned Well-intentioned with “teeth” 



Opportunities in statutes and rules 

The following are eligible for grant funds: 

(1) community education and prevention; 

(2) client outreach; 

(3) early identification and intervention; 

(4) adult outpatient diagnostic assessment and 
psychological testing; 

(5) peer support services. 

MN Statutes 245.4661, Subd. 9. 

Well-intentioned Well-intentioned with “teeth” 

[A summer] "learning loss bridge camp" means a four-week 
educational program…. [that] must provide, at a minimum, 
the following: Four (4) combined hours of in-person daily 
instruction,... 
Instruction…must be provided by a teacher licensed and 
endorsed to teach the subjects …. using instructional 
materials adopted by the state board of education or 
provided by the department. 

Tennessee SB 7002, 2021 



Maryland Evidence-Based 
Budgeting 



8 States have a statewide definition of 
evidence of effectiveness for purposes of 

budget development 

8 states have a default field for evidence 
collection on statewide internal budget 

documents 

6 states have both 
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How evidence is defined for the 
FY26 Maryland budget process 

“evidence-based” means that there is evidence from an 
experimental or quasi-experimental study that a key 

program component has been effective in improving a 
relevant outcome with similar populations or in similar 

settings. 

“evidence-building” means a program is planning to 
conduct an experimental or quasi-experimental study on 

a key program component in FY 2026. 



Study Design 

Experimental 

Actively create comparable 
groups that do and don’t 

have access to the studied 
program by randomizing 

participants 

Quasi-Experimental 

Use statistical analysis to 
produce comparison 

groups without influencing 
program participation 



Experimental Study Design 

Experimental 

Actively create comparable 
groups that do and don’t 

have access to the studied 
program by randomizing 

participants 

Example 

Third grade students are 
randomly selected to participate 

in an after-school tutoring 
program. Test scores before and 

after the tutoring program are 
compared between the students 
who participated in the tutoring 

program and those who did not in 
order to identify the impact (both 

groups would have similar 
characteristics). 



Quasi-Experimental Study Design 

Quasi-Experimental 

Use statistical analysis to 
produce comparison 

groups without influencing 
program participation 

Example 

In 2022 an after-school tutoring 
program was provided to all second 
grade students in one district. Third 

grade reading scores of students 
from three other districts are 

compared to the universal tutoring 
district with some statistical 

controls. This will isolate the impact 
that the program had based on 

student characteristics, previous 
scores, geography, etc. 



Sources of evidence include (among others): 
agency-sponsored evaluation, evidence-based 
research clearinghouses, academic research 
institutions, peer-reviewed journals, information 
from other states, local pilot programs, and your 
own agency research and data 

Sources of Evidence 











Agencies should summarize the evidence demonstrating the impact of all 
enhancement OTT requests in the “Justification” field of the Narrative tab in 
BARS or, if the agency’s budget is submitted by OBA, in the text that the 
agency sends to OBA for upload. 

● Name of evidence-based program 
● Clearinghouse/Research Source 
● Clearinghouse Rating 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research 
● Informed Rationale 
● Evidence-based 
● Evaluation proposed for FY26 
● Evidence-building 

Evidence Information Template 



● Focus funding increases on evidence-based solutions and 
programs that are being evaluated for the purposes of 
contributing to existing evidence 

● Highlight evidence-based efforts in the Governor’s FY26 Budget 
Highlights documents 

● Communicate priorities with the legislative branch and to the 
general public 

How evidence information will 
be used 



Completing the Evidence 
Information Template 



● Name of evidence-based program: High Impact Tutoring 

Evidence Information Template 



● Name of evidence-based program: High Impact Tutoring 
● Clearinghouse/Research Source: Result for America’s Economic 

Mobility Catalog 
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● Name of evidence-based program: High Impact Tutoring 
● Clearinghouse/Research Source: Result for America’s Economic 

Mobility Catalog 
● Clearinghouse Rating: Strong 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research: 

https://catalog.results4america.org/programs/high-impact-tutoring 
● Informed Rationale: HIT will be implemented with the same program 

components as the evidence-based program to high need students. 

Evidence Information Template 

https://catalog.results4america.org/programs/high-impact-tutoring


● Name of evidence-based program: High Impact Tutoring 
● Clearinghouse/Research Source: Result for America’s Economic 

Mobility Catalog 
● Clearinghouse Rating: Strong 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research: 

https://catalog.results4america.org/programs/high-impact-tutoring 
● Informed Rationale: HIT will be implemented with the same program 

components as the evidence-based program to high need students. 
● Evidence-based: Yes 

Evidence Information Template 
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● Name of evidence-based program: High Impact Tutoring 
● Clearinghouse/Research Source: Result for America’s Economic 

Mobility Catalog 
● Clearinghouse Rating: Strong 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research: 

https://catalog.results4america.org/programs/high-impact-tutoring 
● Informed Rationale: HIT will be implemented with the same program 

components as the evidence-based program to high need students. 
● Evidence-based: Yes 
● Evaluation proposed for FY26: No 
● Evidence-building: No 

Evidence Information Template 

https://catalog.results4america.org/programs/high-impact-tutoring


● Name of evidence-based program: Social and Emotional Learning Program 
(using the RULER Approach) 

● Clearinghouse/Research Source: “Enhancing academic performance and 
social and emotional competence with the RULER feeling words curriculum" by 
Brackett, M. A., Rivers, S. E., Reyes, M. R., & Salovey, P. (2012) 

● Clearinghouse Rating: N/A 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research: 

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2012-04694-005 
● Informed Rationale: Using the RULER approach can improve students' 

academic performance, behavior, and emotional well-being. We will target the 
program at 5th and 6th graders as this is the group the research studied. 

● Evidence-based: Yes 
● Evaluation proposed for FY26: No 
● Evidence-building: No 

Example with Research Study 

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2012-04694-005


● Name of evidence-based program: Tech-Savvy Seniors: Digital Literacy for 
Older Adults 

● Clearinghouse/Research Source: N/A 
● Clearinghouse Rating: N/A 
● Link to Clearinghouse/Research: N/A 
● Informed Rationale: "Tech-Savvy Seniors" aims to improve digital literacy 

among older adults, enabling them to use technology for daily tasks and 
staying connected. With the increasing reliance on digital platforms, there is a 
critical need for programs that help older adults gain essential tech skills. 

● Evidence-based: No 
● Evaluation proposed for FY26: Yes, we are partnering with researchers at the 

University of Maryland to conduct a randomized controlled trial 
● Evidence-building: Yes 

Example with Evidence Building 



Your Role as Fiscal Staff 



● Understand the Maryland evidence definition to ensure accurate 
application in budgeting and reporting. 

● Champion evidence-based budgeting within the agency, 
promoting its importance to colleagues. 

● Assist in completing and evaluating Evidence of Impact 
Templates, ensuring the information provided is comprehensive 
and accurate. 

● Be ready to address questions from agency staff regarding 
evidence-based budgeting practices and procedures. 

What is my role as fiscal staff? 



Questions? 

Consult with your OBA analyst and 
Deputy Chief of Staff in the 
Governor’s Office 



— 

Thank you! 
Patrick@results4america.org 

Pete@results4america.org 
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