


















 
 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

       
 

 

 
 

  

 
        

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
    

 
 

    
  

 
 

   
  

    

    
 

    
   

LARRY HOGAN STATE OF MARYLAND TIMOTHY E. GOWEN 
GOVERNOR MAJOR GENERAL 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MILITARY DEPARTMENT THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

FIFTH REGIMENT ARMORY 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201-2288 

Maryland Military Department Testimony 

Fiscal Year 2021 MEMSOF Budget 

Presented to 
Senate Budget & Tax Committee 

February 25, 2020 

House Appropriations, Public Safety and Administration Subcommittee 

March 2, 2020 

The Maryland Military Department was asked to comment on the below: 

Representatives of the Amoss Fund should comment on the process and time of 
calculation MOE compliance, efforts to receive jurisdictional expenditure reports, 
and the ramification for the two counties which failed to submit expenditure data. 
(Page 6 of the DLS analysis) 

MOE compliance and calculations: 

Attached is a letter of advice dated April 18, 2018 from Stuart Nathan, the department’s 
assigned Attorney General.  The letter was requested to provide the Department with 
guidance on the implementation of the penalties. 

The letter states: “Under §8-104(a)(3)(i)(1), money shall be withheld from a county if it 
fails to meet the maintenance of effort requirement for two consecutive fiscal years.  In 
light of the discussion above and the General Assembly’s apparent intent to minimize 
the likelihood that a county will be penalized for failing to meet the maintenance of effort 
requirement, it is my advice that this two year period should come after the three year 
base period in §8-104(a)(1)(ii) and should be Fiscal Years 2019 and 2019. 
However, the report from each county concerning expenditures for fire protection is not 
due under §8-105(a)(1) until December 31st for the preceding fiscal year. Therefore, the 
report for Fiscal Year 2019 would not be submitted until sometime in Fiscal Year 2020. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
  

    
 

  
   

  
 

 
   

 
 

    
  

   
      

    
       

    
 

 
 
 

Because payments from the Amoss Fund are made to counties on or about November 
15th of each year under §8-102(e)(2), the payments for Fiscal Year 2020 would have 
already been made by the time the required reports are due. 

As a practical matter therefore, the first fiscal year for which money must be withheld 
from a county for failing to meet the maintenance of effort requirement will be in Fiscal 
Year 2021, and the penalty will be imposed in the distribution scheduled for November 
15, 2020.” 

Efforts to receive jurisdictional expenditure reports and possible ramifications of 
noncompliance: 

§8-105(a)(1) requires each county to submit expenditure reports on or before December 
31 for the preceding fiscal year.  If reports are not received by 31January the county 
finance officers are sent requests to provide same.  If reports are not received within 14 
days of that request, follow up requests are made. Typically these efforts are 
successful. The Department is not mandated to, but “may”, as allowed in §8-106(b)(1), 
penalize the jurisdiction for non-compliance of the section by withholding money 
allocated for the next fiscal year. To date no such action has been taken. Every effort 
is made to work with the counties and the challenges they face with gathering the data 
for the reports. 
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