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FY22 Judiciary Budget Analysis 
“Maryland Legal Services Corporation Facing Severe Budget Constraints” 
MLSC Comment 

Thanks to the emergency funding provided by the Governor and the Attorney General, MLSC 
does not anticipate any deficits in the fiscal 2021 budget. The $3 million that will be made 
available with full enactment of the RELIEF Act (SB 496) are restricted to eviction prevention 
legal services and will be deployed as such.  

While the funds described above will prevent an MLSC deficit for FY21, they are one-time funds 
not available for FY22. MLSC is therefore facing a dire funding shortage in the coming fiscal year. 
Due to the inverse relationship between the economy and MLSC’s two major funding sources, 
we currently project that our FY22 income will be $6 million - $8 million lower than pre-
pandemic levels. 

The legislature is currently considering several initiatives that would increase revenue through 
MLSC’s current funding sources. If these initiatives are not successful, MLSC would be required 
to make significant cuts to grants for civil legal aid beginning in FY22.  
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Appendix B 

 

History of Real Property Records Improvements Fund Surcharge 

 

1991  Creation of Circuit Court Real Property Records Improvement Fund with a $5.00 Surcharge to 
sunset in 1996 – Chapter 327 
 

1995  Sunset lifted – Chapter 556 – Oversight Board created and sunset in 2001  

1998  Sunset lifted – SB 388/Chapter 388 – Fund consists of surcharges and revenue from copiers 

2000  Sunset lifted – extended from 2001 to 2006 – SB 214/Chapter 244 of 2000 Session 

2003  Surcharge increased to $20.00 – BRFA – HB 935/Chapter 203 of 2003 Session 

2005 Sunset lifted and language added to pay the operating/salary expenses in Land Records Offices 
HB 640/Chapter 225 extended sunset to 2009; HB 147/Chapter 444 added operating/salary 
expenses language 
 

2007* Language added for fiscal years 2009 & 2010 that major information technology development 
projects of the Judiciary be expended from the fund – HB 1/Chapter 2 of 2007 special session 
 

2007  Sunset eliminated ($20.00 surcharge made permanent) - HB 1/Chapter 2 of 2007 special session 

2010 Deleted fiscal year restriction (from 2007* language) and made permanent all judiciary major 
IT expenses to be paid through the fund - BRFA – SB 141/Chapter 484 
 

2011 Increased Surcharge an additional $20.00 to Sunset in 2015 – BRFA - HB 72/Chapter 397.  This bill 
  also authorized transfer of $10 million from Fund to General Fund 
 
2015  Sunset lifted and extended to 2020 – HB 51/Chapter 487; also 

2015 Filing surcharges added – HB 54/CH 488:  

COA and COSA - $11 per case;  
Circuit Court - $30 per civil case and $6 to reopen; and  
District Court - $3 per summary ejectment and $8 for all other civil cases  
 

2020   Sunset lifted completely – BRFA/SB 192/CH 538 

 


